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Learning to Read  
The K-2 Reading Foundations Skills Block is a one-hour block that uses a structured phonics approach, 
grounded in the Phase Theory of Dr. Linnea Ehri, which describes behavior related to the types of letter-
sound connections students are able to make as they learn to read and write. As such, the Skills Block is 
meant to ensure that, by the end of grade 2, students acquire the depth of skills they need in the Reading 
Foundations standards to navigate grade-level text independently. The lessons and assessments explicitly 
address the Reading Foundations standards, as well as some Language standards associated with spelling and 
letter formation. 
 
Daily Whole Group Lessons 
The Skills Block begins with a daily lesson for the whole class typically lasting 10 to 20 minutes. The focus 
and purpose of this lesson is on letters and letter sounds, phonological and phonemic awareness skills, or 
spelling patterns and is part of a carefully sequenced program. During these lessons students engage in fun 
and engaging routines. 
 
Teacher guide: 
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Decodable Readers  
 
A structured phonics program introduces students to spelling-sound relationships separately and explicitly. 
Students learn the pattern using isolated words, and then practice with a decodable reader. In these decodable 
readers, students will encounter only spelling-sound relationships that they have been taught—this is what 
makes it phonetically controlled. Each cycle of approximately five lessons includes a decodable reader and 
students read them with the whole group and also in smaller differentiated groups.  
 
Student decodable reader: 
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Differentiation  
For the remaining 40-50 minutes, students work on materials differentiated according to where they test on a 
benchmarking tool. Part of that time is spent working with the teacher in a homogeneous group using a 
decodable reading text.   
 
Small group differentiation teacher guide: 
 

 


