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Novel MS ELA at a glance

Novel MS ELA is a culturally responsive, research-based literacy program. Designed for a 60-minute block,

the curriculum integrates reading and writing instruction through full novels and select teacher-choice

units. The Common Core–aligned scope and sequence promotes knowledge-building and carefully

scaffolds rigor across grade levels.

In Novel MS ELA, students

Read full, grade-level novels and anchor texts written by a diverse body of authors

Build word, world, and disciplinary knowledge through carefully sequenced text sets

Engage in daily reading, evidence-based discussion, and writing  about complex texts 

Novel MS ELA was designed with seven guiding principles in mind.

01 Building Knowledge
Word, world, and disciplinary knowledge are built through
sequenced text sets and explicit instruction.

02 Culturally Responsive
Curriculum

Diverse texts and authors offer windows and mirrors;
criticality and cultural competence built daily.

03 Choice and Flexibility
Teacher-choice units in every grade let schools tailor the
sequence while hitting the same standards.

04 Usability
Contains consistent lesson structure, exemplars, scripted
launches, and editable decks and student materials.

05 Evidence-Based Discussion
Routines, rubrics, and Socratic Seminars make discussion
increasingly student-led across every unit.

06 Access for All Learners
Embedded scaffolds, responsive supports, and home-
language strategies open every text to every student.

07 Explicit Grammar & Writing
Instruction

Daily sentence-level practice and process-based
performance tasks align to Common Core standards.
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Building Knowledge

When narrow and specific knowledge is needed to understand a text, the

curriculum provides a quick burst of knowledge-building immediately before

reading. For example, in Grade 7 A Single Shard, students are shown an image of

ijggeh, a traditional backpack, to quickly define this unfamiliar vocabulary. In

the same unit, a brief context about customs in medieval Korea is given to help

students understand the relationships between the characters. 

Novel MS ELA builds knowledge on multiple fronts, so students can comprehend and think critically about

complex grade-level texts.

Each unit centers on a core text anchored by carefully sequenced informational and literary texts, videos, images,

and maps — chosen to develop the world knowledge students need to access the core text.

Tier 2 vocabulary, disciplinary terms (like dramatic irony, allegory, or motif), and historical context are taught

through explicit, brief routines and applied immediately in reading, discussion, and writing.

The performance task asks students to apply knowledege they have built across the unit or expand their

knowledge through research. Below are examples of how the curriculum build knowlege. 

In other units, stand-alone nonfiction texts or videos are used to

build knowledge about topics where deeper knowledge is

needed to interpret the text and gain context. For example, in

Grade 7 A Raisin in the Sun, students read a short text about the

Great Migration and then watch a short interview with Isabel

Wilkerson to help them understand the motivations and dreams

of the Younger family, whose matriarch left the South for greater

opportunities in the North.
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Building Knowledge

Knowledge organizers are included as student-

facing resources so students have one central

reference tool for all unit knowledge. When new

disciplinary knowledge is taught, the curriculum

asks students in later lessons to retrieve this

information and reminds students to use the

knowledge organizer to check their own

understanding. 

Vocabulary instruction features explicit

teaching of Tier 2 vocabulary and embeds

morphology instruction so students are

gaining the skills to use this knowledge to

help them determine the meaning and

pronunciation of other unknown words.

Students are prompted to use these new

terms when reading and discussing the text

whenever possible.

Typically, students then apply the

knowledge they have gained over a

unit in the final performance task. In

Grade 6 Rolling Warrior, students use

the knowledge they have gained

about universal design and the

importance of equal access to

examine their own school and

propose solutions to make it more

accessible.
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Culturally Responsive
Curriculum

Novel MS ELA’s text selection and authorial representation are scoped throughout the 6–8 sequence to

offer windows and mirrors for students, elevate diverse lived experiences, and build knowledge about the

world and about literature as a discipline.

Texts are selected using Steinhardt’s Culturally Responsive Curriculum Scorecard and Novel’s own Guiding

Principles for Text Selection. We work to ensure the curriculum doesn’t perpetuate a single story or tell

only stories of oppression about the identities our texts center.

Each unit builds criticality and cultural competence through daily reading, discussion, and writing — and

unit plans support teachers with specific guidance for approaching sensitive content thoughtfully and

being considerate of students’ identities and lived experiences.

Grade 6 Grade 8Grade 7
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Choice and Flexibility

S C O P E  &  S E Q U E N C E

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Unit 1
Bamboo People  OR  The
Outsiders

Shadowshaper  OR  A Single
Shard

The Alchemist  OR  Clap
When You Land

Unit 2 The Crossover Modern Indigenous Voices Funny in Farsi

Unit 3 Rolling Warrior Night & We Must Not Forget Malcolm X  OR  Claudette
Colvin

Unit 4 The Giver All Thirteen Animal Farm

Unit 5 Before We Were Free Raisin in the Sun  OR  Romeo
& Juliet

The Odyssey  OR  Their Eyes
Were Watching God

Novel MS ELA’s intentionally designed course sequences let schools and teachers choose the core texts

that best meet the needs and interests of their students. In 1–2 units per grade level, teachers choose

between two core text options. Paired options cover the same standards and end-of-unit writing genre —

so, students hit all necessary knowledge no matter the choice.
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Designed for Usability

+

Novel MS ELA provides a consistent lesson

structure that is easy for teachers and students

to follow, from lesson to lesson and unit to

unit. 

Lessons feature scripted lesson openings,

activity timestamps, and editable slide decks

and student-facing materials to streamline

teacher preparation. This example from Grade

6 Bamboo People provides a clear lesson

opening that reviews homework and sets the

focus for the lesson. Teachers are encouraged

to use scripting as a tool for planning and

should adjust it to fit their classroom and style. 

Exemplars accompany lesson tasks, so

teachers can see what student work

should look and sound like to meet

task demands. This includes responses

to daily assessments, the annotation

prompts, and text-dependent

questions that students answer to

build their understanding throughout

the lesson.  In this example, from Grade

6 The Crossover teacher can see both a

full exemplar for the daily assessment

and additional possible claims. There

are also exemplars for the responses to

the text-dependent questions and

aligned evidence. 
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Evidence-Based Discussion

+

Each Novel MS ELA lesson includes multiple opportunities for evidence-based discussion to cultivate

students’ listening and speaking skills while collaboratively constructing meaning.

Discussions are scaffolded by routines (turn-and-talks, small-group, whole-class), explicit Habits of

Discussion, and class rubrics — making conversation increasingly student-led over time.

Every unit culminates in a Socratic Seminar where students synthesize unit-wide knowledge to answer the

Essential Questions, take positions, and build on peers’ ideas using textual evidence.

In this lesson from Grade 7

Shadowshaper, students

collaboratively build meaning

after reading independently in a

small group. Based on the

teacher’s observations and data

collection during small-group

discussion, teachers can then

select an additional question to

discuss with the whole group to

build a more nuanced

understanding of the text. 
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Access for All Learners
Novel MS ELA lessons are designed with entry and accessibility points for every learner. Embedded

scaffolds — explicit vocabulary instruction, knowledge-building activities, visual supports, comprehension

scaffold questions, and language patterns — help all students think critically about complex texts.

Responsive supports give teachers options for student support based on formative assessment: drop-in

vocabulary, alternate text-dependent questions, modified handouts, home-language supports for

multilingual learners (MLLs), and adjustable reading modalities (echo, choral, partner, read-aloud with

rereading).

Every lesson also incorporates extension opportunities and recommends specific strategies to build

metalinguistic awareness for multilingual learners.

This lesson from Grade 7 All Thirteen

provides several options for teachers

to scaffold students into grade-level

text. 

Optional vocabulary is provided in

case students need additional

support. There are also several

recommendations for small-group

work and for providing students with

a smaller chunk of text to closely

read.  

Teachers can also use the

comprehension support and

extension questions to coach and

support students as they read. These

appear in the far-right column in the

table in the body of the lesson. 
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Access for All Learners
Lessons provide specific recommendations on how and when to have MLLs leverage their home language

to draw on their full linguistic repertoire. In this lesson from Grade 7 Shadowshaper, students are first

encouraged to plan their response orally with a peer in their home language, then given the option to write

in their home language or in English.  

Language patterns are consistently provided for discussion and writing tasks. These patterns are designed

to encourage students to use more sophisticated sentence construction and, while task-specific, are

portable or transferable. For example, for the question “What is Older’s perspective on gentrification?” the

language patterns offered below can be applied to this task and also build students’ language skills in

structuring responses to similar questions. 
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Explicit Grammar & Writing
Instruction
Each Novel MS ELA unit elevates writing and grammar through the study of the core text. Students have

daily opportunities to write about what they are reading. Direct instruction in sentence and paragraph

level writing — including planning, drafting, and revising — is embedded both during core novel

instruction and during the unit’s performance task.

Each unit culminates in a process-based writing task aligned with Common Core writing standards,

connected to the core text, and designed to give students multiple at-bats with the grammar and writing

skills honed during the unit.

Throughout the reading of the core

text, students are explicitly taught

writing skills using its content.

Students then typically use these

writing skills directly in their daily

assessments. In this example from

Grade 8 Funny in Farsi, students

practice using transitions to

develop cohesion between ideas

before applying this skill directly to

answer the question: How does

Dumas create humor in “The Most

Unpopular Dog in Germany”? 

Sentence combining is taught and

practiced throughout the curriculum and

frequently spiraled through Do Firsts. In

this example, after learning to combine

sentences using coordinating conjunctions,

students practice applying this knowledge. 
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